THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

point of death, his father-in-law, Lakhadhirji, arrived
with a large following from Muli, ostensibly to be near
his son-in-law when the latter died, but in reality to
endeavour to get his grandson, Ranoji, placed on the
gadi. He was so far successful that when Rajodharji
died and the two elder sons left Halwad to attend his
funeral, he locked the gates of the town and distributed
money freely, with the result that when Ajoji and Sajoji
returned, they found the doors shut against them and
were obliged to go elsewhere.

After a couple of months, finding that Ranoji's
accession was favoured by the people, they journeyed
to Ahmadabad to lay their grievance before the Sultan
of Gujarat* But in this also they were forestalled, for
Lakhadhirji's emissaries had preceded them and, after
paying a sum of two lakhs of rupees, had obtained a
confirmation of Ranojf s accession. The discomfited heirs
journeyed into Gujarat and Rajputana, where they found
service under the Raja of Chitor. They never recovered
their lawful property, and died exiles in the country of
their adoption. Ranoji some twenty years later was
assassinated by a Mahomedan named Malik Bakhan.

About this time affairs connected with the island of
Diu began to assume a position of special importance
among happenings of interest in Saurashtra. A sea-
faring nation from the West had established itself on
the coasts of India and was beginning to find out the
places from which the great trade routes between India,
Northern Africa, China, and the Persian Gulf could be
controlled, with the idea of diverting towards themselves
some, portion of the riches and trade passing through
those places. Their attention was inevitably drawn to
Saurashtra, and the acquisition of the valuable seaport
towns of that province and of Gujarat became one of
the principal objects of their policy. So far as Saurashtra
was concerned, however, after finding that the principal
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